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where she served on the mission society and 
often volunteered to help feed the homeless. 
She has worked hard under harsh conditions 
and unfair practices. She lived to witness 
many epic eras and events in history. And yet, 
through it all she has remained steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, and we know her labor is not in vain. 

Mr. Speaker, on this momentous occasion, 
please join me in wishing Ms. Carrie Patterson 
Thomas a happy and wonderful 100th birth-
day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LYNETTA 
GRINER—2018 FLORIDA FARMER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an outstanding member of the Second 
Congressional District of Florida, Ms. Lynetta 
Griner. Ms. Griner was recently named the 
2018 Florida Farmer of the Year. This des-
ignation makes her a finalist for the Southeast 
Regional Farmer of the Year Award. 

Ms. Griner owns and operates Usher Land 
and Timber Inc. in Levy County, specializing in 
timber and cattle production. In 2013, she was 
named Florida’s Woman of the Year in Agri-
culture and she was the first female president 
of the Florida Forestry Association. 

Ms. Griner also served on the Suwannee 
River Management District’s governing board 
for 14 years and with her family, she has 
raised more than $1 million for the Children’s 
Miracle Network at the University of Florida 
Health Shands Children’s Hospital. 

In 2017, she was one of 15 farmers and 
ranchers from across the country to participate 
in an agriculture roundtable hosted by Presi-
dent Trump at the White House. Lynetta is a 
champion for Florida agriculture, and has dedi-
cated her life to giving back to her community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Lynetta Griner, Florida’s 2018 Farm-
er of the Year, and thanking her for her years 
of service to Florida. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TODD MAY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate Todd May, who has an-
nounced his retirement as Director of Marshall 
Space Flight Center. 

Todd May is one of our nation’s civil serv-
ants who has demonstrated outstanding lead-
ership, management ability, and vision. He 
was appointed Marshall deputy director in Au-
gust 2015 at the Nov. 13, 2015 retirement of 
Patrick Scheuermann, and was subsequently 
appointed Director. 

The jobs Todd has excelled at are never 
easy, but the circumstances under which he 
took them, and excelled, are circumstances 
which represent especially challenging times. 

During the early part of a new Administra-
tion, Todd, in 2011, led the Space Launch 

System (SLS) program. Despite different 
schools of thought in Washington, Todd took 
the program through a series of milestones, 
including a successful in-depth critical design 
review. Thanks to Todd’s leadership, SLS was 
successfully handed off to the next manager 
when Todd was asked to be Marshall Space 
Flight Center Director. 

Marshall has approximately 6,000 civil serv-
ice and contractor employees, and an annual 
budget of approximately $2.5 billion. What 
some do not know is that Marshall has a herit-
age not only of excellence in launch develop-
ment but also in NASA’s other endeavors, in-
cluding, for example, the engineering planning 
which allowed the Hubble Telescope to be re- 
focused and to reach its full potential. 

One of Todd’s other previous jobs made 
him very qualified for this part of Marshall’s 
work as well. Todd served as a deputy asso-
ciate administrator in the Science Mission Di-
rectorate at NASA headquarters in Wash-
ington from 2007 to 08, responsible for a $5 
billion portfolio of robotic programs and 
projects, including more than 100 spacecraft 
at various stages of formulation, development 
and operations. 

Of course, there is no pressure at all in 
being appointed as Director of Marshall Space 
Flight Center—unless of course you notice the 
statues of Von Braun, and all the Saturn rock-
ets which seem to meet your gaze no matter 
what direction you are driving. 

I am not surprised that Todd excelled again 
at this broad management task. He brought 
out the best in his managers, kept Marshall 
viable as a competitor in various projects, and 
leaves Marshall in good shape to continue its 
key role in NASA’s human exploration pro-
grams. His leadership also extends to con-
cepts which will bear fruition in the future, 
such as nuclear thermal propulsion. 

Despite his many jobs at NASA, and na-
tional recognition for his work by Aviation 
Week, I know that this young boy growing up 
in Fairhope, Alabama still counts, as one of 
his most enjoyable achievements, his engi-
neering degree from Auburn University, and 
the title of Distinguished Engineer, bestowed 
on him by the University. 

I wish Todd and his family all the best, and 
I know that whatever tasks he puts his hands 
to, he will be not only a success, but also a 
blessing to his community and to this nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER AND 
DISTRICT ENGINEER OF THE DE-
TROIT DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL DENNIS P. 
SUGRUE 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of Lieutenant Colonel 
Dennis Sugrue as the Commander and District 
Engineer of the Detroit District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Since graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and receiving his 
commission in 1999, Lieutenant Colonel 
Sugrue has exemplified the Mission and Vi-
sion of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue’s extensive career 
has taken him across the United States and 
around the world. From New York to Ger-
many, to deployments in Kosovo and Afghani-
stan, where he did two tours, his dedication 
and leadership has been an asset in every po-
sition. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue has been recog-
nized with numerous military awards and 
decorations including the Bronze Star, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, and Army Achievement Medal, among 
others. These well-deserved accolades speak 
to Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue’s leadership and 
commitment to service, which are amplified by 
his honor and integrity. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know Lieu-
tenant Colonel Sugrue during his tenure as 
commander of the Detroit District, which he 
assumed in July 2016. As the commander, he 
is responsible for carrying out the District’s 
mission in Michigan, sections of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Indiana, as well as four of the 
Great Lakes. The District’s 82,000 square 
miles of land includes 4,000 miles of Great 
Lakes shoreline and the Soo Locks, which are 
vitally important to the nation’s economy and 
security. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue went above and 
beyond to understand the importance of nat-
ural resources and outdoor heritage to the 
state of Michigan and surrounding region. I es-
pecially commend his hard work to advance 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and the 
Great Lakes navigation system, including com-
batting the spread of invasive species and 
construction of a new Soo Lock. 

His expertise is second to none and we 
have been fortunate to have Lieutenant Colo-
nel Sugrue at the helm of the Detroit District. 
It has been an honor and a privilege to know 
Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue over the past two 
years. I wish him, his wife Flori and sons Sean 
and Connor, all the best in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF REAR ADMIRAL PAM-
ELA M. SCHWEITZER 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to stand today to recognize the distinguished 
career of a remarkable constituent of mine, 
Rear Admiral Pamela A. Schweitzer. Rear Ad-
miral Schweitzer is retiring after proudly serv-
ing her country for nearly 30 years. 

After receiving her Bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy in Biological Sciences from California 
State University Fullerton, Rear Admiral 
Schweitzer went on to earn a Doctor of Phar-
macy from University of California San Fran-
cisco and an Ambulatory Care/Administrative 
Residency at University of California Irvine 
Medical Center. She is a Board Certified Am-
bulatory Care Pharmacist, and currently 
serves as Executive Master of Health Adminis-
tration Program at the University of Southern 
California Sol Price School of Public Policy. 

On August 7, 2014 Rear Admiral Schweitzer 
was appointed to be the first female Chief Pro-
fessional Officer of Pharmacy for the United 
States Public Health Service. As Chief Phar-
macy Officer, Rear Admiral Schweitzer was 
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responsible for providing leadership and co-
ordination of USPHS pharmacy programs and 
professional affairs for the Office of the Sur-
geon General and the Department of Health & 
Human Services. 

While serving her country, Rear Admiral 
Schweitzer worked in a variety of roles includ-
ing, progressing in leadership responsibilities 
in the Indian Health Service, the Veterans Ad-
ministration, as well as the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services. She made an in-
delible mark within each of these organiza-
tions, which is a testament to her strong dedi-
cation to public service. 

Rear Admiral Schweitzer has been recog-
nized for her leadership contributions many 
times. These recognitions include receiving 
the National Council for Prescription Drug Pro-
grams Champion Award in 2017, American 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists William 
Zelmer Lecture Award in 2016, the University 
of California San Francisco Alumni Award in 
2015, American Pharmacists Association Dis-
tinguished Federal Pharmacist Award in 2014, 
IHS Senior Pharmacist of the Year Award in 
2013 and the USPHS Mary Louise Anderson 
Leadership Award in 2012. 

Rear Admiral Schweitzer will always be re-
membered as someone who put her country 
and the well-being of others above all else. 
She will be greatly missed and I wish her the 
best in her retirement on behalf of a grateful 
nation. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE FIFTH 
ANNUAL GLOBAL FEST 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the fifth annual Global Fest, 
hosted by the City of Aurora, Colorado. The 
office of Parks, Recreation, and Open Space, 
as well as the office of International and Immi-
grant Affairs work tirelessly every year to 
showcase the diverse cultures of the city’s 
residents, and I am proud to recognize their 
achievements in the House of Representa-
tives. 

The City of Aurora owns the title of Colo-
rado’s most diverse city and has a population 
of over 366,000, which makes it the third larg-
est city in the state. Aurora includes about 
70,000 immigrants and refugees who speak 
over 130 languages spoken and represent 
more than 140 different countries of origin. 
Global Fest is a wonderful opportunity for all 
Aurorans to share their rich cultural history 
with each other and those who come to par-
ticipate from throughout Colorado. 

Global Fest is a fully immersive cultural ex-
perience. Attendees sample diverse foods, lis-
ten to live music, discover traditional arts and 
view a range of cultural performances. At the 
festival, Coloradans can observe a variety cul-
tural items and practices. They are also able 
to see the ‘Parade of Nations’ where rep-
resentatives of an estimated 40 countries will 
march together carrying their respective flags 
from their countries of origin to demonstrate 
the multi-cultural spirit of the city. 

Mr. Speaker, in my many years as an Au-
rora resident, I have had the privilege to wit-
ness its development from a small suburb of 

Denver into the bustling multicultural hub of 
economic activity it is today. The city em-
bodies the melting pot that our nation rightfully 
idealizes. This is why Aurora is a special 
place. Global Fest is the singular annual event 
that best symbolizes what makes Aurora a re-
markable city that I am proud to represent in 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6147) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, and 
for other purposes 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in opposition of this amendment, which 
would block funding for the enforcement of the 
EPA methane rule. This rule will combat cli-
mate change, protect public health, and cap-
ture a resource that would otherwise go to 
waste. 

The EPA Methane rule will curb methane 
emissions by estimated 510,000 short tons per 
year by 2025. This will represent a savings of 
$100 million in natural gas that would other-
wise leak into the atmosphere. It is important 
to remember that it is not only methane leak-
ing out of oil and gas facilities. This rule would 
prevent the release of 210,000 short tons of 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) which are 
a threat to public health. When released, 
these compounds form ozone, which the EPA 
has linked to asthma, heart attacks, strokes, 
and numerous other health conditions. Ozone 
is particularly harmful to vulnerable popu-
lations such as children, the elderly, and peo-
ple with preexisting conditions. My own district 
is part of a Clean Air Act non-attainment area 
where elevated ozone is a perennial hazard. 

The health benefits of limiting methane and 
VOC leaks led Colorado to institute its own 
regulations for containing leaks and preventing 
the release of these compounds in 2014. 
Those rules, which served as the template for 
EPA’s rule, balanced the need for responsible 
energy development with the need to protect 
public health and even had support from com-
panies in the oil and gas industry. Colorado’s 
oil and gas industry has continued to thrive 
even as they are required to find and stop 
leaks. Clearly a rule requiring companies find 
and fix leaks is a win-win, allowing for respon-
sible energy development and protecting pub-
lic health at the same time. 

Furthermore, accidental methane release 
exacerbates climate change as methane is 
several times more potent as a greenhouse 
gas than carbon dioxide. Enforcing this rule 
would provide a climate change benefit equal 
to taking 8.5 million cars off the road. The 
need to combat climate change is only going 
to grow more pressing as the world faces in-
creased harm from droughts, fires, and ex-
treme weather. Colorado is already regularly 

facing low snowpack and devastating fire sea-
sons. 

Colorado’s experience demonstrates both 
the need and the benefits of rules curbing 
methane leaks. Blocking enforcement of this 
rule will lead to wasted natural gas, increased 
greenhouse gas emissions, and worse public 
health. That is why I encourage my colleagues 
to oppose this amendment and allow EPA to 
enforce the methane rule. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
BATTLE 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart to honor the life 
of my friend, Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Battle and to 
recognize his contributions to the State of 
Connecticut, especially to his community of 
Torrington, Connecticut. Bill passed away on 
July 20, 2018 at the age of 82, after a long life 
of dedicated service to his community. 

Bill was born in New York, New York and 
was raised in New Haven, Connecticut. Bill at-
tended New Haven public schools before en-
rolling at Howard University in Washington, 
D.C. After college, Bill joined the Army where 
he worked on computers. Bill continued in 
computers when he left the Army, traveling the 
world for IBM. Bill eventually returned to Con-
necticut to be near his ailing mother. It was 
here where he met his wife Darlene, who was 
working as a nurse’s aide. The two married in 
1994, and after their son was born they 
moved to Torrington. 

After moving to Torrington, Bill fell in love 
with the small city. Serving as the economic 
development commissioner for a brief time, 
Bill worked to celebrate Torrington’s edu-
cational excellence and attract young families 
while reviving the city’s downtown through a 
focus on the arts and small business. In addi-
tion to working closely with town leaders to im-
prove the city’s economy, Bill also advocated 
for children and education in Torrington. Serv-
ing on the Board of Directors for the Con-
necticut Academy of the Arts in Torrington, Bill 
helped bring the arts back to the Torrington 
community and is credited for helping start the 
international film forum. 

Ultimately, Bill loved anything intellectual 
and enjoyed discussing ideas with his fellow 
community members. While working as the 
campaign coordinator for former Democratic 
Senator Joe Lieberman, Bill would frequently 
have dinner at the Republican campaign 
headquarters because he just wanted to en-
gage in political discourse. His Republican col-
leagues stated that all Bill ever wanted was to 
see Torrington do better. 

Those who knew Bill knew that nothing 
gave him more pride than seeing his children 
succeed. Bill could often be seen wearing a 
Yale hat to show his immense delight when 
his son, Darnell, was accepted to the Univer-
sity. 

I met Bill seven years ago and was imme-
diately impressed by his passion, his knowl-
edge, his energy, and his fearlessness in tak-
ing on tough issues and those in power. His 
commitment to democracy and his belief that 
we all could—and should—do better inspired 
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